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Facilitator Training Institute:13- week practicum entering its third year at Hofstra, in partnership with the 
Center for Civic Engagement, and its first year at Stony Brook University, in partnership with the Humanities 
Institute, serving 20 to thirty teaching artists in training, and, several hundred writers in jails, schools and 
community settings through supervised field placements, in which older community participants are paired with 
graduate and undergraduate students. Participating colleges and universities currently include Hofstra, Stony 
Brook, Adelphi, St John’s, SJNY Old Westbury and LIU Post, all partnering with Herstory to offer field 
placements to serve the larger community,  Each year25-50% of the institute trainees elect to remain with the 
Herstory project as paid facilitators, leading to new projects beyond Long Island’s borders currently including in 
rural Arkansas, with Hispanics in Philanthropy in delivering on-line webinars bringing the pedagogy to their 
fellows throughout the United States, and with Jewish World Service in training women’s 16 health and human 
service workers in rural Nicaragua to bring the pedagogy to their constituents.   

In the spring of 2017, field placements included: two afterschool “Youth Writing for Justice” programs-- one at 
LIU Post, bringing in students from Westbury High School, and another at Mineola High School, offered in 
Spanish in partnership with Adelphi University;  a workshop in Spanish for young people who just crossed the 
border; a workshop bringing together perpetrators and victims of gun violence in partnership with the Martin 
Luther King Center of Long Beach: a workshop for girls incarcerated at Rikers Island: and a “Story Clinic” to 
generate student writings to help counter the rise in racism, anti-Semitism, violence and hatred, to protect 
refugees, immigrants and members of the LGBTQ community on the campus of Hofstra University.  

In the spring of 2018, placements include: a workshop for girls incarcerated at Rikers Island (entering its second 
year); a new workshop for families of the incarcerated mentally ill, in partnership with NAMI, National Alliance on 
Mental Illness; a new afterschool workshop with Nassau BOCES twilight program bringing students from an 
alternative high school in Baldwin to the campus of Adelphi University; a workshop on the campus of Adelphi 
University to provide empowerment and healing for students in its mentoring program, a special workshop for 
young people in Brownsville, and work on two projects generating stories around human trafficking and racial 
profiling by the policy, both New York City based. 

Following graduation from the institute, a limited number of paid opportunities will be offered to participants who 
wish to continue to teach in the program.  

Other Herstory programs at Hofstra include  

Youth Writing for Justice, in which students from Long Beach High School write side by side with college 
interns from a wide variety of disciplines, including criminology, sociology, creative writing, women’s studies and 
civic engagement  As participants learn how to weave their own stories into powerful pieces of writing exploring 
racial justice, police practices, discrimination against immigrants, and the impact of mass incarceration on 
families and communities, they develop shared actions around the policies that affect their communities the 
most. The stories are being used by representatives of the City of Long Beach, the City Council and the school district, who 
have been following the project since its onset, to effect equity and change in the community.  

Herstory’s Nassau County Campus/community Bridges to Justice Workshop, where students have the 
opportunity to write side by side with neighborhood elders, educators, organizational activists and legislators, 
with the goal of shaping their stories to change hearts, minds and policies.  Publication and Advocacy 
opportunities are built into the program, with resulting initiatives including a story component for a DACA café at 
Hofstra, participation in Herstory’s annual Island-Wide Freedom Forums event, publication in Stories for 
Liberation, Herstory’s weekly series with Long Island Wins, reaching 10,000 to 15,000 web visitors each month 
and inclusion in the new Herstory archive in Hofstra’s special collections, currently being developed. 
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